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Mission Statement 
As followers of Jesus 

Christ, our mission is 

to make Christian  

Disciples:  

 by using our spiritual 

 gifts; by practicing 

 the means of grace; 

 and by living our 

 faith. 

    

   UPCOMING 

  EVENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

Worship at HUMC 

Sundays at 10 AM 

Join us for Sunday School  

October 2  Kids-4-Mission trip (page 9) 

October 21-22  Harvest Fair (page 4) 

October 23  New Sermon Series  

October 25  Flu Clinic, 4-6 PM 

 

 

We hear so much these days about scarcity and austerity; that there is  

not enough to go around.  But Godôs word gives us a different message; 

there is not only enough, but there is An Abundance of Gifts.  Join Rev. 

Dave beginning October 23 for a sermon series that challenges us to see  

our world through Godôs eyes, not through the eyes of the political pundits.  

The sermons during this series will include: 
 

 October 23 ï  What Time Is It? 

 October 30 ï  What Does It Cost? 

 November 6 ï  Pumping Iron 
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L ast Sunday was a day of contrasts  

for me. So many things 

happened that took my  

emotions on a roller coaster 

ride. Last Sunday was our  

annual picnic. What a great 

day it was. Once again 

the weather was  

beautiful, the food  

delicious, and the  

fellowship outstanding.  

I had the chance to  

compete in the 1st Annual HUMC Bocce Tournament, play 

some ball with our kids, and enjoy lots of good food and 

conversation. As the picnic wound down I had the chance to 

work with three of our teenagersðEmily, Jack, and Joeðas 

we prepared the ñnewscastsò that I would use in the next 

several sermons. What fun we had as we recorded the  

different news stories, laughing at the mistakes, and just  

being ourselves. I was reminded again of what a gift God 

has given us in our youth. Truly we have some amazing 

kids, and I am so grateful for their willingness to indulge my 

crazy ideas. 

After the kids and I finished our filming it was time for 

me to leave; to head down to Hartford to visit Bill Munsell. 

It was only then that I remembered that I had turned off  

the ringer on my cell phone. As I checked the phone I  

discovered that I had a message, and that message was to 

inform me that Bill was no longer fighting the pain of his 

recent fall; he had gone home to glory. 

     As a minister I get to deal with death and dying all of 

the time, but sometimes there is a death that hits me harder 

than others. Billôs death was one of those.  I donôt know 

what it was about Bill that allowed us to connect on such a 

deep level. Perhaps it was that Silver Beaver that he wore 

whenever he put on his Boy Scout uniform.  You 

see, my father was also a recipient of the Silver 

Beaver award, so I know what it means.  

     The Silver Beaver award is the highest award 

that scouting gives to a volunteer leader.   It is  

  

awarded to very few. To quote the Boys 

Scouts of America, ñThe Silver Beaver is 

an award given to those who implement  

the Scouting program and perform  

community service through hard work,  

self-sacrifice, dedication, and many years 

of service. It is given to those who do not 

actively seek it.ò Dedicated, hardworking, 

self-sacrificing, devoted; that was Bill. He 

epitomized the word integrity, and never 

once sought recognition. He spent his 

whole life in and around the Boy Scouts. 

For Bill, scouting wasnôt just a passion,  

it was a mission; a mission dedicated to 

single goal of turning boys into men.  

Having been a scout myself, maybe that is 

what caused me to connect so deeply with 

Bill. I am very much aware that I have been 

shaped and molded by men like him; men 

who saw it as a sacred duty to teach a very 

wild and unruly boy what it took to become 

a man. 

As I went to bed Sunday night, I  

couldnôt help but think about the way 

things had gone that day; the contrasts that 

marked the day. For me the day swung 

from the highs of working with our  

teenagers, playing with our children,  

and laughing with good friends, to the  

emptiness of losing a man who I will sorely 

miss. Maybe that is appropriate, for Bill 

would have been right there with the kids, 

right there with our teenagers, and right 

there with his friends. Over the years he 

helped shape so many young lives. I truly 

believe that he is still shaping lives, for 

those he influenced over the years are now 

passing on what they learned from Bill. I 

saw that at the picnic, I see it at the scout 

meetings, and I see it in the way those  

   See Thoughtsï Page 3. 

 

 Some Thoughts from Me ñRev. Dave 
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who knew Bill live their lives.  Every now and then God brings someone very special into our lives. Bill  

Munsell was one of those people. I, and a great many other people, will miss him more than mere words can 

convey. Thank God the lessons he taught us, by the way he lived his life, will remain. I think we are better for 

it. I know I am. 

  God blessðand thank you, Bill. 

                                              Dave   

Thoughts ñcontinued from Page 2. 

 

Lay Visitation.  The Lay Visitation program is ready to go, and you can be a part of it.  It is a very simple 

program.  We will have a file in the office listing those who need or would like a visit.  Once a week, once a 

month, or however often you are able, simply check the list, select one or more names, grab a friend (weôll go 

out in pairs or as families) and visit.  Thatôs all there is to it.  This is a great opportunity for individuals and  

families to really impact someoneôs life.  It helps our isolated members stay connected 

to the body and it gives you an opportunity to minister to and in the name of Jesus 

Christ.  This may well be one of the most vital ministries we undertake this year.  

Donôt miss out.  We need youðthose at home need youðand our Lord needs 

you.  If you are interested or curious about being a part of this 

ministry, please speak with Rev. Dave. 
 

Donôt miss out.! 

We need youðthose at home need youð  

and our Lord needs you. 

 

Harvest Fair. . . October 21 and 22 

Hours: Friday, 8 AMð3 PM 

Saturday, 8AMð3 PM 
The Harvest Fair is upon us!  The Wednesday Crafters are putting the finishing touches on 

their projects, and we urge you to do the same with any projects you have been working on  

at home.  Please bring your completed craft items to the church by Monday, October 18.   

By that date we also need your gently used items for our Grandmaôs Attic area. 
 

We will be setting up for the Fair on October 18 and working in Fellowship Hall each day 

that week.   
 

Please bring baked goods and candies to the church on October 21. 
 

Especially. . . Remind your friends, neighbors and coworkers to come to our Fair.  

We have something for everyone!! 
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United Methodist Women ñ Linda Borio 
    

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2011 

7:00 PM 

HUMC YATES 
 

Three women ministers from our area will be part of a panel discussion on the following topics: 

 1.  When did you feel the spirit move you to become a minister? 

 2.  How did you proceed to get your education and where? 

 3.  Do you see a difference in how a woman ministers to her congregation as opposed to how a  

      man  ministers to his congregation? 

There will also be a time for a question and answer period. 
 

There will be a short pledge service following the program after which we can fill out pledge cards  

for next year. 
 

 

 

            Chair: Linda Borio 

Hostesses: Colleen Williams, Judy Locke 
 

 

If you have any questions, contact Linda Borio 860-749-6727 or email at ldb505@aol.com. 

 

Tapes for Shut-ins.  Did you know that we tape each service? We do! 

That means if you or a loved one canôt make it to church on a given Sun-

day, you can borrow a cassette tape of the service to enjoy at your 

leisure. Simply see Rev. Dave, and he will be happy to get you 

the tape. Take your time. Listen to it as many times as you like 

and simply return it when you are finished.  

Outreachñ Holly Fisher 

 

The communion offering for the month of October is designated for NADA, the Network Against Domestic 

Abuse of North Central.  This organization believes that all persons have the right to live in a safe and non-

threatening environment.  The services, which include a 24-hour 

confidential hotline and a 15-bed emergency shelter for women 

and children, are free.  The goal is to reduce the incidence of do-

mestic violence and assist adult victims and their children to be 

free from this violence.  Through the Enfield office, your generosi-

ty will directly help recipients in our local community  

mailto:ldb505@aol.com
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Grandmaôs Attic at the  

Harvest Fair 

October 21 and 22 
We are looking for items to replenish/fill our Grandmaôs Attic  
room for the Harvest Fair. 
 

Please check your jewelry boxes, storage boxes, desk drawers, closets, 

etc. for suitable things to donate for this Always-A-Draw space. 

 

Donations are welcome and appreciated, and we can arrange  

to pick them up if you call the church (860)749-7098) 
 

See Doris Mack for more information! 

 

Help our  

local victims  

of the Tornado 
 

We have been asked to help victims  

of the tornado in the Monson area.  

They are in urgent need of gently  

worn outerwear (only) for children 

and adult men and women, especially 

sweaters, coats, hats and mittens.  
 

Please bring your donations to HUMC  

and we will get them to the Monson  

United Methodist Church. 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=tornado+help+clipart&view=detail&id=7E7AC5D684CB16B4F096390A2043240D9CE32F8D&first=0
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Camp 

was a  

Big Hit 

 

 

Here Wee Grow! hosted two Open Houses prior to 

our first day of class. It was wonderful seeing these 

young families coming together to meet the teachers, 

see their rooms and meet some of their classmates. 

Hailee Briggs, age 3, whose family is a member of 

HUMC, looked at me while clinging to mom and  

stated, ñIôm not staying here today.ò I agreed that  

today she just came with her family to play.   

 The first day of school began with a group of 

children and their families new to our school.  Our 

first day was a rainy mess, but it did not hamper the 

enthusiasm and excitement of our students or our 

staff.  I saw Haileeôs mom leaving and having had 

Hailee in the nursery at church, I wanted to make sure 

she was happy and content, since Mom had left.  I 

walked into her classroom and there she was, with a 

smile for me, and playing with another little girl in 

the ódramatic playô area. They were holding their 

dolls and feeding them. What a beautiful picture  

and I must admit, there was a little pulling on my 

heartstrings to see Hailee had grown up a lot over the 

summer and was ready for preschool. 

 We welcomed not only many new families to 

our school but also a new staff member.  Mrs. Mary 

Jo Gilbert has joined HWG as a teaching assistant.  

Mary Jo is not a new face to HWG, since all three of 

the Gilbert children had their early schooling here. . 

Zachary and Kayla, and Madison just last year. Mary 

Jo was a volunteer assistant for us while her children 

were here.  Mary Joôs husband, Steven and 

their son, Zachary, are involved with the 

Scout Troop 108 sponsored by HUMC.  

We welcome Mary Jo and look forward to 

having her as a member of the Here Wee 

Grow! staff. 

      As you read in last monthôs newsletter,  

three of the Here Wee Grow! staff members 

attended a workshop about conducting a 

óresponsive classroom.ô  The premise behind 

responsive classroom is getting the social  

aspects of learning in place so the academic 

achievement can be fostered.  Research has 

proven that having strong social skills will  

increase academic performance in children.  

Children will engage with their classmates and 

teachers more, there will be fewer discipline 

problems and more high quality teaching. It is  

an exciting time for the staff as we learn together 

and put into our curriculum some of the  

responsive classroom techniques.  

      Rev. Dave and Ms. Rita both commented 

how nice it was to hear childrenôs voices again. 

Even ladies of the church who work on Wednes-

days to get ready for the Harvest Fair have  

commented on our sweet and adorable kids. 

Kylah, age 4, at first didnôt understand why she 

wasnôt having Mrs. Heck this year. After a  

conversation with Mrs. Heck who teaches three 

year olds, Kylah told Mrs. Heck, ñI have to go 

with Mrs. Raymond.  She is my teacher now.  

Iôm older now.ò 

       Too bad you didnôt hear the conversation 

with our own paleontologist, Luke Pacholski,  

age 4.  Luke, as a 3 year old, had me stumped 

when it came to facts about dinosaurs with names 

such as the Adeopapposaurus (a dino with a long 

neck and tail) or a Thecodontosaurus (a dino who 

ate plants and looked much like a Tyrannosaurus).  

This year has proven no different.  Outside my 

office there is a small display of a tree with forest 

animals. In the tree there is an eagle with its  

wings stretched ready for flight. Luke picked up 

the eagle and said, ñThe wingspan of this eagle is 

very small compared to a Quetzalcoatlus whose 

wingspan is longer than this hallway.ò We have a 

future scientist, Iôd say. 

Here Wee Grow!ñ Phyllis Phelan 
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And then there is Ian Ranz, a 3 year old, who has heard about Here Wee Grow! from his older sister and 

made numerous trips to HWG last year with big brother Eric attending. While we were waiting for mom to 

arrive for pick-up Ian and I were having a chat. I told Ian that Eric enjoyed coming to Here Wee Grow!  

Ianôs reply, ñHere Wee Grow! is my school, not Ericôs.ò  I loved this comment!  Here Wee Grow! was 

Ianôs school.  Not bad for a fist day! 

 

Please keep us in your prayers and thank you for your continued support. 

 

                          Until next timeéé 

Here Wee Grow!ñ continued 

 

Our Hopes and Dreams 

As part of the Responsive Classroom children are asked to verbalize their hopes and 

dreams while at Here Wee Grow!  Things such as make friends, learn to count or 

write my name may be their hopes and dreams.  At a recent staff meeting each teacher 

was asked to share her ôHopes and Dreamsõ. 

Here are their responses. 

 

ñTo have a positive and productive year. 

To teach these little children the social skills to succeed in a classroom 

 and in life.  The foundation they need.ò 
 

ñI would like our class to have a sense of community 

where we can support and help each other grow and learnò 
 

ñTo have lots of fun, have children learn respectful behavior, and enjoy each other.ò 
 

ñTo help children become confident, independent and have fun learningò. 
 

ñI hope the children come out of the class having made new friends  

and having gained confidence in themselvesò. 
 

ñI hope everyone can have fun and enjoy  

learning in a safe and positive environment.ò 
 

ñI hope my students grow academically and socially.  I hope they leave my classroom respectful and  

responsible citizens.  I also hope they leave confident in their abilities and believing that they can do  

anything they put their mind to.ò 
 

ñCalmness and fun while learningò. 
 

ñFor the Here Wee Grow! staff my hopes and dreams are for them to teach with conviction, patience  

and skill.  To treat each child an individual. To create an atmosphere where each child feels save enough 

to share his thoughts and feelings.  To make learning fun and exciting.ò 

http://www.responsiveclassroom.org/
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Heritage NotesñA Page from our History ñ Alice Allen 

 

  

 

                              SANCTUARY RENOVATIONðSPRING 1984 
 

Sanctuary renovation became the vision of a committee formed in 1972 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of 

the Hazardville United Methodist Church, built in 1872.  While plans were discussed, faithful parishioners  

began pledging and giving to a sanctuary renovation fund.   
 

The committeeôs focus was never cohesive and after months of discussions without coming to an informed 

decision as to the direction to take, the committee was dissolved and no further action was realized. 
 

In 1983, with the needs for renovation becoming more evident, a new committee was formed and with the  

use of some of the still growing 1972 renovation funds and the expertise of the then pastor, the Rev. Dr. P. 

Dale Neufer, an architect was hired to advise us on possible and affordable solutions to our problems, which 

included need for more space in the altar area and much needed new carpeting.  After great discussion, many 

meetings, numerous votes of the administrative board and many prayers, a plan for renovation was adopted 

and the work began in the spring of 1984. 
 

In the 1924 renovation 3 arches ñsupportedò by 2 huge but cosmetic pillars were added to the sanctuary  

behind which was the pulpit, altar area and choir loft.  All of this was removed in the spring of 1984 along 

with the first three (3) rows of pews.  Removal of the arches revealed another of the structural ceiling cross 

beams which had been hidden behind the ceiling plaster during the earlier renovation.  The hanging cornices, 

or moldings, on each of the cross beams were missing from the newly revealed beam.  The carpenter fash-

ioned two of the cornices, one for each side, to match the existing ones and stained all to match. 
 

The former communion rail would accommodate only 15 people and in expanding the altar we also expanded 

the railing.  Two pieces of the old rail were used at the sides of the new railing and the curved, or front  

section, was made to match the old sections.  We can now accommodate 30 or more people at communion. 
 

New carpeting was installed throughout the church proper, narthex and into the back hall and library  

and the interior was given a new coat of paint.  New track lighting was installed to enhance the  

new altar table, pulpit and choir loft and to augment the surviving but less effective original  

hanging lamps of the 1920ôs.  The project lasted about 3 months during which time church  

services were held in Fellowship hall and included a Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday and one  

wedding.  The total cost of the renovation project was approximately $100,000 which was  

paid off in three years time. 
 

The committee was committed to keeping the quintessence of a 100 (plus) year old building  

while effectively ñmodernizingò it at the same time.  We think it was artfully done and for  

the committee the results were a unanimous ñjob well done.ò 

 
 

    Written and submitted by 

    Alice Godard Allen 

    Chair, Sanctuary Renovation Committee 
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Youth- 4- Mission

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

OCTOBER FIELD TRIP  
 

Kids-for-Mission is planning a trip to  

Overlook Farm in Rutland, MA on Sunday, 

October 2nd.  Heifer International offers a 

powerful global education experience at its 

Learning Center at Overlook Farm.  Those 

participating will: 

* Explore Heiferôs Global Village 

* Learn about harvest celebrations from            

  Peru to Poland 

* See Heifer International animals 

* Tackle the Hay Maze, take a hayride and 

 enjoy other fun activities 

* Enjoy farm-fresh lunch or desserts 

Each program introduces participants to the 

idea that one person can make a difference in 

ending hunger and poverty.   

     Children twelve and under are admitted 

free; all other attendees are $5.00 per person.  

The event will continue in the event of light 

rain. 

 The past few years we have sold 

quarts of soup at the Harvest Fair.  

This has been very successful.  Last 

year we had a nice variety.  I will again 

furnish the quart jars if you will make 

the soup.  The jars will be available  

October 9 and 16 in Fellowship Hall,  

or just ask me for jars. 
 

 

We will sell the soup for $5 a quart.  

Please have your filled jars at the 

church Octobers 20 or early on the 

21st. 
 

Thank you for your help.  You make 

this part of our Fair a success.  Last 

year we sold over 40 quarts. 
 

Nancy Dyer 

SAVE THE DATE 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2011 

7 PMðFELLOWSHIP HALL 
 

Join guides Holly and John Fisher for a journey  

behind the scenes of the Tournament of Roses Parade. 

 

HARVEST FAIR PRAYERS 
 

As the date for the Harvest Fair draws near, we continue to ask for your prayers 

that it may draw us closer together as a community in Christ and that we may 

benefit spiritually and monetarily from our labors. 
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                                                         William (Bill) E. Munsell 
 

                     1924ð2011 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill never failed to get an article in for our Steeple Tidings Newsletter.   

Here are some of the profound ways he ended his articles.  He will be so sorely missed. 
 

Eagles show perseverance, leadership qualities and the ability to get things done. (Sept. 2011) 

Scouts set goals, overcome obstacles and enjoy the fun of it all. (May 2011) 

Scouting can be contagious. (April 2011) 

Scouting is here to stay; thanks to your sponsorship. (February 2011) 

A Merry Christmas to all. . .Peace and Love.  (December 2010) 

Scouting sees a boy develop into a very strong, supportive citizen. (November 2010) 
 

And the one that sums up our beloved Bill: 

ñSo long for now; letôs enjoy the New Year and keep smilingò. (January 2011) 

               In Loving Memory 
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Call the church office at 860-749-7098 to have your name included on our  birthday lists!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Just thought youõd like to  know Babs Baker will be 99 years young on her birthday .  

~On the Personal Side~ 

 

To that wonderful volunteer production staffé 

 Heartfelt thanks to the gracious, considerate production staff whose nimble  

 fingers made short work of our September issue of Steeple Tidings . . .  

 Pat Owens, Nancy Dyer, Doris Mack. . .  

  with special thanks to Don Niemann for all his support and help. 
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