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Mission Statement 
As followers of Jesus 
Christ, our mission is 
to make Christian  
Disciples:  
 by using our spiritual 
 gifts; by practicing 
 the means of grace; 
 and by living our 
 faith. 

                            NEW 

       HAPPENINGS  

                      at HUMC 
 

 

 

 

 

Worship at HUMC 

Sundays at 10 AM 

Join us for Sunday School  

June 5 Youth Sunday  (page 3) 

June 8-11 Annual Conference  (page 5) 

June 12 Pentecost (page 4) 

June 19 Fatherôs Day (page 3) 

July 4 & 25 VBS Music Camp (page 8) 

July 11 HWG Summer Camp (page 6) 

 

Sermon Series 
 

The voice of a prophet, thundering against injustice; a young man  

huddled in a den of lions; a body builder with more muscles than 

brains; a young widow courageously staying by her mother-in-lawôs 

sideðwhat do these stories have in common? They are all found in  

the First Testament of our Bibles, and they all help us capture a 

glimpse of our Heavenly Father.  

 

Join Rev. Dave during the month of July as he embarks on a sermon 

series that goes ñLooking for God in the Old, Old Story.ò 
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W 
eôve spent 

some signifi-

cant time  

recently looking ahead. It 

seems to me, as summer  

approaches and vacations beck-

on, that perhaps it might be 

beneficial to spend a 

moment or two looking 

back; not far, just back 

over the past year. After 

all, it has been a very 

busy year (ahhh, I think I 

hear a  chorus of ñamenò). 

It started in September with an open house at the parson-

age, where Colleen and I were privileged to open and share 

our home with the members of this congregation. We are so 

appreciative of the home you give us to live in and the way 

our Trustees maintain it. What a delight to be able to share 

that with you. Then of course came the big Sundayð

Anniversary Sundayðwith Bishop Weaver preaching a 

marvelous sermon based upon our stained glass windows, 

and a wonderful banquet during which we celebrated the 

many years of faithfulness that has created Hazardville  

United Methodist Church as we know it today. 

October brought our annual picnic, which was later than 

usual because of the business of September. It was chilly, 

but still filled with good food, good friends, and lots of 

laughter. November, likewise, was filled with memorable  

moments which included a wonderful worship service by  

the women of the UMW, Thanksgiving and the start of  

Advent. And in between all of that came our annual  

Stewardship Campaign in which this congregation again  

dug deep in order to continue the work and the ministry of 

our church. 

     Like many of you, I too look forward to January as a time 

to catch my breath after the hectic pace of December. Be-

tween our annual Church Conference (which was led, once 

again, by our District Superintendent Heidi Chamberlain), 

the business of Advent, and the celebration of Christmas and 

God had other ideas for January as we  

received our entire seasonôs allotment of 

snow in one month. In many ways January 

felt like ñthe month that wasnôtò in that it 

seems as if all I did was cancel meetings  

and Bible Studies and appointments due to 

snow. It impacted our Sunday attendance 

and improved all of our prayer lives, as  

we started praying in earnest for spring to 

someðSOON  

For me, February was one of the  

toughest months I have experienced  

from a worship standpoint, as I preached  

a sermon series entitled ñLooking for God 

in Our Nightmares.ò It was not a ñfeel 

goodò series, dealing with such topics  

as bullying, natural disasters, human  

trafficking, and medical heartbreaks. It  

was a difficult series to preach, and I  

know it was a difficult series to sit through, 

and yet I was very touched with the  

feedback that I received from the  

congregation when it was over. Thank  

you for your support for my attempt to  

keep the Gospel relevant to our daily lives, 

even if it means occasionally having to 

confront the uncomfortable.  

 Lent is always a joy to me, as we pre-

pare for the celebration of Easter morning. 

The solemnity of the season reminds me of 

the great sacrifice God endured on our be-

half to make our future secure. The chance 

to share in Friday worship services with our 

brothers and sisters at UMCE just adds to 

the season for me.  Of course, in the midst 

of all of this came our Visioning Retreat, 

which was a wonderful time spent seeking 

Godôs vision for our church. If you missed  

it you might want to read last monthôs  

column to get a sense of what happened. 
See Thoughtsï Page 3. 

 

 Some Thoughts from Me ñRev. Dave 
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 As I said at the beginning, it has been a busy year. And what does the future hold? Lots more good 

stuff, I know. On June 5 our youth will conduct the worship service. On June 12 we will celebrate Pentecost 

and also celebrate the sacrament of Holy Baptism. On June 19 weôll celebrate Fatherôs day and celebrate  

Holy Baptism once again. Then comes VBS in Julyðtwice; my annual planning retreat; and then the mission 

trip to Salem in August. Man, Iôm already tired, and September isnôt even here yet! Isnôt God wonderful? So 

many opportunities and the year is just starting. Truly God is continuing to bless us in ways beyond measure.  
 

                                                           Enjoy the summer. Stay busy. Stay involved. Stay thankful. Stay safe. 
 

    Dave   

Thoughts ñcontinued from Page 2. 

                                

  

 

Sunday, June 19, is Fatherôs Day, 

and we want to celebrate and honor 

our dads.  As we did on Motherôs 

Day, we will have a time where their 

pictures will be displayed during our 

worship service as we pay tribute to 

the men who helped make us who 

we are today.  

 

 

 

If you would like to honor your father, 

whether he is still living or not, please 

send an electronic picture of him to the 

office, with his name included, or drop 

off a picture at the office for us to scan.  

 The picture will be returned  

 unharmed. 

 Deadline for pictures is  

Thursday, June 16. 

Pictures of Dads  

Mark your calendars now 

for 

Youth Sunday 

June 5 
 

This is always an exciting service as our Sunday school  

program ñtakes overò the service to share with us what they 

have learned during the year.  This yearôs program  

will be even more exciting with the morning  

message being written and presented by  

our older youth, and the unveiling of their  

own HUUMC Youth Orchestra.   
 

This is one Sunday you  

donôt want to miss!! 
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Harvest Fair.   
The following items are needed for projects for the Harvest Fair.  There is a drop-off box  

in the church Library for these donated items: 
 

 Fabric ribbons of all sizes 

 Autumn-colored fabrics 

 Country fabrics 

 Old blue jeans 

 Scrapbook paper 
 

We are also happy to accept cash donations.  You might not be aware of it, but the cost of 

most of the projects created by the member of the Wednesday morning craft group are  

absorbed by the crafters themselves.  In essence, this small group of people underwrites our 

Harvest Fair.  If you would like to help with craft expenses, please make a donation to the 

Fair fund and earmark it for supplies.  Thank you!!      

During the summer months we ask the congregation to turn their hearts to two  

important missions that the church supports.  In August a group is planning a trip to 

the Salem Economic Ministry.   Our presence in Maine is only one of the ways that we 

can help.  The financial need is also great.  Therefore, in June the communion offer-

ings will be directed to the Salem Economic Mission.   
 

The work of Here Wee Grow! is another important part of the Hazardville United 

Methodist family.   To support deserving children so that they can enjoy this wonder-

ful experience, the communion offerings made in July and August will go for scholar-

ships. 
 

Thanks to all who support the outreach projects with such generosity. 

OutreachñCommunion - Holly Fisher 

Sunday, June 12, we celebrate 

Pentecost ð the birthday of the church. 
 

The traditional color for Pentecost is red, signifying the Holy Spirit which 

descend4ed as tongues of fire upon the early disciples. To help celebrate 

this very special day we are inviting the congregation to wear red that 

Sunday and to enjoy a special coffee fellowship after church. 
 

This Sunday will also mark the last time our marvelous choir will be  

singing until September, so you wonôt want to miss it. 
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From June 8 through June 11, Rev. Dave, Roberta Bragan,  

Pat Owens and Barbara Sackett will be attending Annual  

Conference at Gordon College.  This is the yearly gathering 

of the New England Annual Conference where legislation  

is voted upon, delegates to General Conference are selected, 

new Elders are ordained and awards presented.  It is a time  

of deeply moving worship, thought-provoking discussions 

and wonderful fellowship. 
 

Please be in prayer for our members who will be attending  

as well as clergy and laity from all the other New England 

churches that the time spent at Conference will serve to  

glorify God. ANNUAL CONFERENCE  

2 

WHAT ARE YOU DOING AUGUST 7 THROUGH 13?   

We hope that you will consider coming with us to the 

Salem Economic Ministry for a week filled with good 

work to help make those who are less fortunate not  

suffer so much especially through their harsh winter 

weather..   
 

 Our team has about 15 or 16 committed  

individuals at this point; we would like a team of about  

24 members.  So if you are thinking of going, this is the 

time to make a commitment.  Our next team meeting will  

be Monday, June 13,7 PM, at the Hazardville UMC.  If you 

would like more info, kindly email Sandra and Ed Butcher 

at sgbutcher@hotmail.com; or,call 860-749-0478.    

Weôd love for you to join us.  
 

 It is folks like you who make the world a little bit 

better.  You can make a huge differenceéthere is a job 

on the worksite for everyoneé.experienced as well as 

inexperienced.   

 Salem Economic Ministry ñ Sandy Butcher 

 

Tapes for Shut-ins.  Did you know that we tape each service? We do!  

That means if you or a loved one canôt make it to church on a given Sunday,  

you can borrow a cassette tape of the service to enjoy at your leisure. Simply  

see Rev. Dave, and he will be happy to get you the tape. Take your time. Listen  

to it as many times as you like and simply return it when you are finished.  

mailto:sgbutcher@hotmail.com
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Join HWG 

ñUnder 

the Seaò 

T he month of May has been very busy for the  

children and staff at HWG!  Not only did we 

have our regular curriculum  activities to complete, 

we had a visit from folks at  Mystic Aquarium and a 

trip to the Springfield Science Museum.  This trip 

included a bus ride. Two buses, in fact, filled with all 

of our four year students and their parents or grand-

parents joined us. We had hoped to have lunch in the 

park at the museum, but the rain brought us back for 

lunch in the Fellowship Hall which was okay.  It is 

always nice for us to have our parents at school to  

see our artwork, come for a visit, or to have lunch 

with us. 

 Conferences were held this month so all staff 

was very busy conducting these. With June here, 

weôll continue providing conference time for the  

parents of our  three year old students. 

 We had fiveé..yes FIVE, Motherôs Day 

teas. Light refreshments were served and gifts 

were given to each of our moms after we sang a 

collection of our favorite tunes. 

 As June is nearingé.so is the end of this 

school year.  At this time we have about 62  

students registered for September. Since July is 

usually the business month for enrolling students, 

we feel that our enrollment will again be in the 

high 80ôs.Weôll keep you posted! 

 We do want to thank you for your support 

during the school year and for your gifts.  We  

are very fortunate to have the membership of 

HUMC care about children of this church as  

well as children in the community. Even though 

the school year is ending June 17, we ask for   

you to remember us in your prayers and with  

your support.  Planning is already beginning for 

our July 11-15 summer camp as well as the 2011 

school year. 

               Until next timeéé 

                      Enjoy the Summer!!!  

 

Here Wee Grow!ñ Phyllis Phelan 

 

Harvest Fair. . . October 21 and 22 
The Fair is just a little over four months away.  Please reserve these 

dates on your calendar and start thinking about how you can support  

the Harvest Fair.   

 The Wednesday morning crafters are busy preparing items for  

the Fair, and we welcome all who are interested in indulging a few 

hours of creative fun and fellowship.  Please join us at the church any 

Wednesday morning at 9 AM. 

 For our June 15 craft time, Gerry Russell will be leading the  

group in making a unique apron.  If you would like to be part of the 

group for this project, please bring 1-1/2 yards of two complimentary 

patterns of cotton fabric and a spool of matching thread.  Also, if 

you have any ideas for crafts, please let us know.  Weôre always on the 

lookout for great projects. 
 

Questions? Call Colleen Williams [860-749-9595].  
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Heritage NotesñA Page from our History ñ Alice Allen 

 

 

137 year Heritage  1835 ï 1972 

By Ruth Bridge 

Hazardville United Methodist Church 

Enfield, Connecticut 
 

 
(Continued from last month.) 
 

 

The year 1957 saw two innovations.  In February the first number of our church paper, ñSteeple Tidings,ò was 

published, and in March Mrs.(Scoville) Wightman, a/k/a Betty, opened her kindergarten in the vestry.  Since 

then two other kindergartens have, at times, also rented space from the church. 

 

Our latest addition, the Education Building, was erected in 1961.  Preliminary to this, a house on Elm Street 

was bought for use as a parsonage and the old parsonage just west of the church was torn down making space 

for the new wing.  This addition contained 12 classrooms, church office, Pastorôs study, kitchen facilities and 

an auditorium.  This not only provided the church with the means to expand Sunday School work and to take 

care of social needs, but also gave the church an opportunity to serve the community.   Many diverse groups 

have used the hall, including the Enfield Choral Society, Scout Groups, Weight Watchers, and others.   In 

1967 the Education Department of the Town rented five rooms from September to January for regular public 

school sessions.  At present the Enfield Day Care Center, opened in 1970, uses the facilities five days a week. 

 

In February 1964, after a fund drive started five years earlier, and many hours of volunteer labor, the present 

Scout Lodge was completed.  Since 1938, when the Reverend Homer Ginns was Pastor, the men of the church 

have sponsored a Scout Troop. 

 

By 1966 the influence of Pope John XXIII had reached Enfield and an Ecumenical Council had  

come into being with an unprecedented feeling of goodwill and fellowship among the many  

denominations represented in our town.  At a Thanksgiving Service held at Saint Bernardôs  

Roman Catholic Church in 1967, our Pastor, The Reverend J. Arthur Dahlstrand, preached  

the sermon.  Several ecumenical worship services are held each year.  An ecumenical  

course in Family Life was held in 1970.  This course was taught six days a week for two  

months and was very well attended.  Enfield Church Women also met in several  

ecumenical sessions each year. 

 

  To be continued next month 

 

     Submitted by Alice Godard Allen 

      Church Historian 
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Music and Arts Camp 2011 
SonSurf Beach Blast    

MAKE A COMMITMENT   
 

Two Weeksð  July 4-8 and July 25-29 

Registration 8:00 AM - 8:30 AM 

Classes 8:30 AM to noon.   
 

Children this year will come to know the living  Jesus who 

said " I am the way, the truth, and the life: no one comes to 

the Father except through me" John 14:16.  
 

During the week children will hear Bible stories, learn songs, play games, create crafts which tell the Bible 

stories,  play games and have snacks.  Each year we end the week with a Pizza party. . .all are welcome to 

our closing program.     
 

This is one of HUMCôs largest outreach (mission) programs. We offer it free to the children of the  

community.  The support of volunteers from the Church congregation and the free-will offering we collect 

from the participants has allowed us to offer a program of the highest quality.    This is a program that has 

brought joy to the children, parents and leaders alike. This program tells the community that our church is 

committed to children, their safety, and their development from child to a socially responsible adult. Of 

course we pray they will develop a relationship with God along the way, and that it will be gained through 

our Church.    
 

Volunteers are needed. . .a week ï a dayðan hour ï even pre-camp work done at home. There are  

always things to be done. The more help we have, the better the program becomes.  Please sign up 

now!  See Jackie or Becky Michaud or sign up on the sheet on the Outreach bulletin board opposite the 

kitchen. Additionally we are looking to borrow a dorm-size refrigerator and/or a 1 to 2 gallon water  

cooler for the month of July to keep water cold and handy for teachers and children. If you have any to 

spare for this month, please let us know.  

Used Book Sale/Lunch 
 

Come for A Book and a Bite (to eat) 
 

Saturday, June 18, 2011, 8 AMð2 PM, Fellowship Hallï HUMC 
 

We are looking for donations of:  hard cover books, large soft cover, paperbacks,  

 childrenôs books, puzzles, VHS & DVD movies, etc.  Sorry, NO textbooks. 
 

Please drop your donations off at the church on Thursday or Friday, June 16 and 17, between the  

hours of 9 AMð1 PM.  
 

  We welcome help for the book set-up Thursday and Friday and the Saturday sale.  Sign up in Fellowship Hall. 
 

                  See the flyer for this sale at the end of this issue of Steeple Tidings. 
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Troop 108 ñ Bill Munsell 

Scouting is available and encouraged for boys who reach the  

age of 11 or who are in the 5th grade and Weblos Scout who at-

tains the ñArrow of Lightò badge and is at least 10 İ is welcome 

into Troop 108. We meet on Wednesday nights at 7-8:30 PM. 

Come with a parent, check us out and get signed up in the  

greatest youth learning and fun programs that are available.  
 

 Scoutmaster Kevin Zorda has requested that all parents  

help in a program to promote good eating habits. Scouts need to 

refrain from eating candy, drinking soda or junk food. He is  

suggesting granola bars, fruit, trail mix and H2O to satisfy their 

hunger while on camping trips. Good menus are prepared while 

camping and will be much more enjoyable. Letôs see how this 

plays out on the next weekend campout. 
 

 Kevin Zorda has also set aside the first Wednesday of every month to meet with the patrol  

leaders, assistant patrol leaders and senior scouts to help plan camping and weekly meetings for the 

Troop. This is a good way to get suggestions and ideas that will help the junior leaders develop their 

leadership skills that filters down to the younger scouts. Iôm so thankful for the adult leaders, and the 

way they plan the time for the benefit of boys in scouting. I say itôs truly a ñClass Act.ò 
  

 To continue these high class activities Troop 108 spends a week every summer at Camp  

Yawgoog Scout Reservation.  Recently the Camp Yawgoog drinking water was entered into competi-

tion for the best drinking water in the state, and they took first place. Just another positive attitude that 

Yawgoog management keeps the best interest of the scouts at the top of their list ð anything to keep 

the boys in the top level of a good running reservation. Thanks, Yawgoog! 

 Again this year Troop 108 scouts were on hand at the finish area during the Scenic spring 

splash. This is a civic service time for which scouts are credited with time. Scouts are recognized at the 

end of the scout Court of Honor in June. 

Enjoy your summer, be careful and drive safely! 

United Methodist Women ñ Linda Borio 
 

    

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

See you in September. 

No meetings until then. 
 

I sincerely hope everyone enjoys a relaxing summer!! 
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Congratulations to the Graduates 
High School & College 

 

 
Books and a Bite  

 
Join us for our Used Book Sale on June 18, from 8ð2 PM 

 
Find a book and have some lunch!! 

 
Look for more info in this issue of ST. 

Alicia Boyd graduated from Asnuntuck Community College,  

Enfield; Alicia will attend Bay Path College in the fall. 
 

Amanda Boyd graduated from Suffield High School; Amanda  

will attend Eastern State University this fall. 
 

Brian Darius, grandson of Dick and Linda Borio, graduated from  

Cromwell High School, Cromwell, CT. 
 

Chelsea Green, granddaughter of Isobel and Walt Skukowski, 

 graduated from Northwest University in Washington on Saturday,  

May 7.   
 

Steven Pederzani graduated May 22 with honors from  

Western Connecticut State University. 
 

Janette ñNettieò Polaski, granddaughter of Janette Young, received her MBA from 

UConn on May 7.  Janette has a Bachelors of Science from Assumption College and a 

Masters of Public Health from Dartmouth.  She is the Community Benefit Analyst for 

Backus Hospital in Norwich, CT.  In addition, all her old friends at HUMC will be happy 

to hear she is engaged to be married, probably a year from now. 
 

Ryan Skukowski, grandson of Isobel and Walt Skukowski, graduated from American  

University in Washington on Saturday, May 7 
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~On the Personal Side~ 

 

To that wonderful volunteer production staff...Heartfelt thanks to the gracious,  

considerate production staff whose nimble fingers made short work of our May 

issue of Steeple Tidings . . . Pat Owens, Nancy Dyer. . .  

           with special thanks to Don Niemann for all his support and help. 

 

 

Call the church office at 860-749-7098 to have your name included on our  birthday lists!! 

2 Jean Tarr 

5 Vivian Stewart 

9 Rita Ski 

12 Eliot McIssac 

14 Olga Beckerr 

20 Jane Clark 

21 Linda Leclair 

24 Nate Weisel 

26 Barbara Vaillancourt 

27 Kathie Kelley 

29 Marge Avery 

30 Louise Barnes 

 

8 
 

Janette Burkhardt 

 

9 
Mary Baum 

Leslee Young 

 

10 

Ernie Avery 

Elaine Folkers 

Trudy Heck 

11 Richard Prior 

12 Tracy McDonagh 

 

15 
 

Russ Cook 

 

 

17 
Janet Wyatt 

Patti Glaspie 

21 Vernel Sandford 

27 Caitie Gorman 
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HAPPY MOTHERôS DAY 
 

HWG 3 and 4 year old children 

honored their Moms this year by drawing 

a picture of them in celebration of  

Motherôs Day. 
 

We thought you might like to see 

the handiwork of some of these  

budding artists 
 

 

 


