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Mission Statement 
As followers of Jesus 

Christ, our mission is 

to make Christian  

Disciples:  

 by using our spiritual 

 gifts; by practicing 

 the means of grace; 

 and by living our 

 faith. 

    

   UPCOMING 

  EVENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

Worship at HUMC 

Sundays at 10 AM 

Join us for Sunday School  

August 7-13 Mission Trip to Salem, Maine (page 4) 

August 28 Parsonage Open House (page 8) 

September 11 Sunday School Resumes 

September 18 Annual Picnic (page 9) 

October 21-22 Harvest Fair (page 6) 

 

 

John Bridge at HUMC 
 

August 21, 2011 
 

John Bridge will be at HUMC to make a presentation to the church regarding the Together For Tomorrow 

campaign and challenge that he issued a few years ago. 
 

In addition, John will host a reception after worship in Fellowship Hall where he will introduce a book he 

had published about the Bridge family businesses.  Copies of his book will be available for those who are 

interested in reading about a portion of Hazardville history. 
 

Join us as we welcome John Bridge to our church! 
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How has your summer 

been going? I hope very 

well. Mine has been filled 

with wonderful things;     

Annual Conference, Family 

Gatherings, and Vacation Bible 

School. Each one of these is 

an event that I savor, 

and yes, that does      

include Conference. 

One of the joys of Annual 

Conference is the  

opportunity to see old 

friends and colleagues. Having spent much of my time in 

Maine I have many friends there that I only get to see at 

Conference—especially now that I live ―down south.‖ And 

while the business meetings and reports can become tedious 

(and sometimes, downright ridiculous) the worship always 

lifts my spirits and frees my soul to soar. Having Colleen 

there in her new capacity as one of the Preacher’s Aid  

Society’s clergy support persons added to the enjoyment 

(especially since I had the chance to tease her about having 

to work while I got to sit back and relax). 

At the end of June Colleen and I travelled to  

Pennsylvania for the annual Collins Family Gathering.    

This is the big event of my year, when we get a chance to 

see family from all over the country. Attendance was down  

a bit this year, due primarily to either health or the arrival—

or pending arrival—of the newest members of the clan.  

(One of these little ones arrived the day before the         

Gathering took place.) There is much food, much fun,   

much fellowship, and an abundance of love at this event, 

and it fills me like little else does throughout the year. 

Next up was Vacation Bible School. What a magnificent 

job Becky and her team of helpers did! More than 40 kids   

at this first week, with just as many signed up for the second 

week which will take place after this column is written. The 

kids had a ball (and so did the teachers). Despite the heat, 

the kids danced and sang and played and learned stories 

from the Bible. They made crafts, put on a marvelous  

program Friday, and ate a bunch of pizza. I 

had the chance to assist Rick Bragan in the 

story center on Friday and had a wonderful 

time helping the kids wrestle with the story 

of Jesus’ ascension into Heaven. Rick did a 

great job, and I had fun being an assistant 

for the day. By the way, watch our website 

for some of the pictures that Holly Fisher 

took during the week. It will give you some 

idea of what went on. 

So what is left for the summer? Well, 

for me there are two significant events.  

The first is Planning Week, which for me 

takes place July 25. This is one of my most 

enjoyable weeks, as I plan out the coming 

year’s worship services and sermons. It is a 

time of intense personal worship that seems 

to jumpstart my own prayer and devotional 

life and injects excitement and passion into 

everything else that I do as a pastor. I am 

looking ahead wondering where God is 

going to take us in the weeks and months 

that lie before us. 

Then there is the mission trip to Salem 

Economic Ministry. Just as we did last 

year, Sandy and Ed Butcher will be leading 

us as we seek to be the hands and feet of 

Jesus reaching out in service to and with 

the people of Maine. For a guy who is  

pretty klutzy when it comes to carpentry 

and the like, this is a real stretch for me. 

Last year Ed taught me how to build a set 

of steps. I can’t wait to see what I will learn 

this year. I’ll let you know. 

     I hope your summer is equally fulfilling 

and exciting. I pray that in the vacations 

you take, the gardens you tend, the family 

reunions you enjoy, that you will pause to 

see God’s gracious hand in all that is  

 
See Thoughtsï Page 3. 

 

 Some Thoughts from Me ñRev. Dave 
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happening. Truly we serve a loving and giving God. May He continue to richly bless you as you enjoy the 

summer at hand. 

    Dave   
P.S. How are we doing with Esta’s Mission Share Challenge? Ten dollars per month per family. Are you on 

 board? 

Thoughts ñcontinued from Page 2. 

 

 

For many people, the act of receiving Communion is one of the most powerful moments 

of worship they ever know. Truly, it is a life changing experience. Now you have an     

opportunity to help those who are shut-in to experience that life changing power.        

Beginning in October we will be sending out teams of Lay Visitors to administer     

Communion to the sick, hospitalized, and home-bound. Taking elements that were    

consecrated during the service teams of two will visit those who could not attend the 

service and offer them the gift of grace that the sacrament provides. There will be a  

short training session right after church on September 25, and we will 

begin taking Communion out to those in need the following Sunday. 

The more   people we have in the program, the more people we can 

reach each month. If you are interested, please speak with Rev. Dave. 

Have you been looking for a way to make a difference in someone’s life, but just couldn’t  

figure out how?  Have you been hearing the Holy Spirit whisper in your ear that you need to 

reach out, but didn’t know exactly how to go about it? Well, coming in September is an      

exciting new opportunity for every person and family in this congregation. It is the Lay Visitation Program,   

and we need you to be a part of it. What is it? Well, simply put, it is members of the church visiting other    

members of the church. That’s it, really. We have a large number of shut-ins, people recovering from illnesses 

or hospital stays, or people who are simply alone who would love to have 

someone visit them. You can be that person. We will have a file in the   

office listing those who  need or would like a visit. 

Once a week, once a month, or however often you are able simply check 

the list, select one or more names, and visit. That’s all there is to it. It is a 

great  opportunity for individuals and families to really impact someone’s 

life. It helps our isolated members stay connected to the body and it gives 

you an opportunity to minister to and in the name of Jesus Christ.  

Look for more information in the September issue of Steeple Tidings, or 

speak with Rev. Dave. This may well be one of the most vital ministries we  

undertake this year.  

Donôt miss out. We need youðthose at home need youðand our Lord needs you. 

http://www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/images/Chalice2.jpg
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    The Outreach Committee is collecting school supplies for the Salem Economic 

    Mission in Maine.  They will be used to fill backpacks and find their way to  

        the children at the SEM in Maine.  We are looking for paper, pencils, pens, 

             crayons, etc.—anything to help with school will be appreciated, and the 

              donations will help the children get a good start to the school year.  

               Donations may be dropped off in the POOL on the stage in Fellowship 

     Hall. 

 

            The work of Here Wee Grow! is another important part of the  

                     Hazardville United Methodist family. To support deserving children so 

      they can enjoy this wonderful experience, the communion offerings made in 

    August will go for HWG scholarships. 

Outreach News 

 

 VIM Prayer Opportunity ñ Rev. Dave 

From August 7, after worship, 

until August 13, members of 

HUMC will once again join  

members of several other  

churches on a week-long mission 

trip to the Salem Economic  

Ministry in Strong, Maine.  

During that week we will do  

construction and repair work on  

a variety of homes, conduct a 

Vacation Bible School, and  

generally try to be the hands  

and face of Jesus Christ in an 

economically depressed area. 
That’s a tall order, and we need 

your help. On Sunday, August 7, 

you will have the opportunity to 

draw the name of a team member 

from the Prayer Basket at the 

back of the sanctuary. You may 

or may not know the person 

whose name you draw, but that 

really doesn’t matter.  

What matters is that in selecting 

that name you commit to pray 

daily for that person. We ask 

that you pray that he or she may 

indeed be the presence of Christ 

during that week. We ask that 

you pray for the safety of that 

person, and for the impact he or 

she may have on every person 

they encounter during the week. 

To reach out in the name of 

Christ is a humble and holy   

undertaking that must be under-

girded in prayer. Please commit 

one week of praying to this  

ministry. Please plan to be in 

church on the 7th and to lift up 

one member of that team as your 

prayer focus. Together, by the 

power of prayer and the grace of 

God, we can move mountains 

and change lives.  

http://newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95101347
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T hanks to everyone who supported our Spud Luncheon in July.  

Your support and Communion donations help make the  

commitment of the Work Team to the Salem Economic Ministry 

possible. We are grateful for your prayers and your support.  If  

anyone would like to make a large casserole for our trip, that, too, 

would improve our food budget and keep our cooks on the work site 

longer during the day. 
 

Again, thanks for your support in helping make this Volunteer-in-

Mission effort a reality. 
 

                                     Salem Economic Ministry Work Team 

 

United Methodist Women ñ Linda Borio 
    

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

For this August issue of Steeple Tidings, I thought I’d give you all a 

quick overview of the excellent programs UMW will be having in  

September, October and November 2011. 
 

      On Tuesday evening, September13, at 6:30 PM we will begin 

the evening with our annual September potluck supper.  Men and 

women are invited.  Our speaker will be Sue Frost, Pastor of Lay Ministry at Trinity UMC, Springfield, and 

will speak to us about ―Autism.‖  There will be more information in the next newsletter.  For this meeting,  

Elda Bertrand and Lois Osier have signed up as hostesses; we need one more person.  Please email or call 

me if you are available. 
 

       On Tuesday evening, October 11, at 7:30 PM we will have a panel discussion by three women      

Pastors, entitled ―Women In Ministry.‖  Our panel discussion will consist of Pastor Laurel Scott of North 

Manchester, CT; Former Pastor Beryl Notman, retired; and recently retired Pastor Louise Dumas from the 

South Hadley church in MA.   
 

      Our last program for 2011 will be held Tuesday afternoon, November 9, at 2 PM  We are most 

pleased to have our own Vice President, Janette Young speak to us about her ―Trip to the Holy Land.‖ 
 

      There you have it!  Fall is right around the corner, and you know how quickly your calendar will fill up.  

So be sure to mark these dates on your calendar. 
 

      Keep cool in this 90+ degree heat. We’re looking forward to seeing all of you at the potluck supper on 

September 13.  (Hopefully, the weather will be significantly cooler.) 

 

Tapes for Shut-ins.  Did you know that we tape each service? We do!  

That means if you or a loved one can’t make it to church on a given Sunday,  

you can borrow a cassette tape of the service to enjoy at your leisure. Simply  

see Rev. Dave, and he will be happy to get you the tape. Take your time. Listen  

to it as many times as you like and simply return it when you are finished.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=potato+clipart&view=detail&id=598F07F02667763DEDC963B1A42E04BBA8278557&first=0
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Camp 

was a  

Big Hit 

 

Camp for the Here Wee Grow! crowd was a hit!  

We had 40 children who participated, and I’m not 

sure who had more fun being back together—the 

kids or the teachers! The week was filled with lots 

of activities. Science experiments every day, out-

side play (very warm!), music and movement  

activities which incorporated beach balls, pom- 

poms, hula hoops, and parachutes.  We sang and 

moved to music that was all about water, fish, 

waves and fun.  The last day we enjoyed a visit 

from Mad Science and the ―Bubble and Wind  

Stage Show‖.  What a hit this was and enjoyed  

by all ages. 

    Enrollment for September continues.  We’ll see 

how the numbers fall and will begin hiring  

qualified assistants. Being Nationally Accredited 

the hiring practices have changed a bit but we will 

seek to find the best candidates we can.  

    Staff has been vacationing since camp. Mrs. 

Heck and her family are off to England for three 

weeks to visit her family. Mrs. Glaspie went to 

Michigan to see her folks. Mrs. Barrett was at the 

Vineyard to visit her family.  Mrs. Raymond was 

in New Jersey to visit her folks. Mrs. Boucher is  

camping most of the summer with her family 

and Mrs. Herzig has been enjoying the pool 

and her family. 

    Mrs. Vaillancourt is leaving Here Wee 

Grow! we are sad to say. She has gone back 

to working as a physical therapist just down 

the road from us at the nursing home.  We 

will miss her kind ways and her soft voice. 

She has promised to come and sub for us on 

the two days she is free. Both of Barbara’s 

children were Here Wee Grow! students so 

our connection goes back a few years.  We 

wish her well in her position and are happy 

we’ll have the opportunity to see her from 

time to time. 

    We offer a special thank you to the   

HWG Parent Group for working on the  

playscape and paying for the supplies  

needed. The wood has been treated and so 

has most of the fence. New containers for 

our outside toys are also in place, thanks to 

our HWG parents.  A very special thanks  

to Mrs. Herzig for  getting the work  

completed. She is a hard worker and likes to 

get things done in a timely manner.  We  

appreciated all her efforts! 

    As always we thank you, the congrega-

tion, for your support and for your prayers.  

Enjoy the remainder of the summer.  We’ll 

be in touch again soon! 

                                   Until next timeéé 

Here Wee Grow!ñ Phyllis Phelan 

 

Harvest Fair. . . October 21 and 22 
It’s hard to believe, but the Harvest Fair is just a few months away.     

October 21 and 22 will be here before you know it. 
 

     Please continue to work on projects you have begun and start looking 

for items to donate to Grandma’s Attic.   
 

     Most of all we ask that you continue to hold the Harvest Fair in your 

prayers.  We pray that God uses this event to bring us together as a 

church and as an outreach to our community. 
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Heritage NotesñA Page from our History ñ Alice Allen 

 

 

137 year Heritage  1835 ï 1972 

By Ruth Bridge 

Hazardville United Methodist Church 

Enfield, Connecticut 
 

(Continued from last month.) 
 

An event of an unusual nature occurred in 1970 when lightning struck the church steeple.  The following is  

taken from the Reverend Dahlstrand’s account in ―Steeple Tidings‖: 
 

ñOnly twice in my ninety-eight years of life have I been struck by lightning.  The 

first time was about 1905 and the second time was on Thursday evening, October 

15, 1970. 
 

ñMany voices have drifted up to me since this second bolt of lightning caused me 

to tingle all over.  They seem to imply that God must have been saying something 

to his people.  I am certain that God must have been watching over the people 

who faithfully worship in and support the church for which I am a symbol. 
 

ñIt happened that the good firemen of the Hazardville Fire Department were look-

ing at me when the lightning bolt struck.  They saw the fire start to creep around 

the windows half way up my height and they were there quenching the flames 

within a few   minutes. 
 

ñIt happened that the Trustee Chairman, hearing the sirens and seeing the lights  

dashed to the church and unlocked the front doors just before it became necessary 

for the firemen to break them down to gain entrance.  
 

ñAnd it happened, because there is a secondary roof under me, and because of the 

training and carefulness of the firemen, that there was no damage to the church 

below me. 
 

ñIôm certain that God was watching over his peopleò. 
 

To finish the story of the steeple – the structure was reinforced and repaired where needed,  

the windows (in the steeple) were removed, and the entire steeple was reshingled.  The cost  

of $5,120 was covered by $4,065 in insurance.  A steeple lightning rod has been added – since  

we have discovered that lightening can strike twice in the same place – the cost of which  

was taken care of by a memorial gift of $1,000 in memory of Anson Corbin. 
 

IN CONCLUSION 
 

And so we reach 1972 and the end of the story for the time being.  It is a  

comparatively easy matter to sum up the material progress of a church – from a membership  

of 76 and a building worth $1,200 in 1835 to a present membership of 661 and building  

and assets valued at $580,000 in 1972.   But the inner life of a church and its  

influence in a community no man can evaluate. 
 

This concludes the History of the Hazardville Methodist Church written by  

Ruth Bridge. 

     Submitted by Alice Godard Allen 

      Church Historian 
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OPEN HOUSE  
August 28, 2011  

2-4 PM  
14 Christopher Drive  

Enfield, CT  
Dave and Colleen are once again inviting you to an OPEN 
HOUSE at the parsonage  
 

Please come and enjoy light refreshments and fellowship  
with us . 

           Rev. Dave and Colleen  

 

Harvest Fair Wish List 
 

The following items are needed for projects for the Harvest Fair.  There is a drop-off box  

in the church Library for these donated items: 
 

 Fall colored silk flowers and leaves 

 Scrapbook paper 

 Narrow fabric ribbon 

 Monetary donations 
 

5 Esta Clarke 
 

8  Corrina Raymond 
 

10  Elsie Locke 
 

11  Nancy Hayes 

 Becky Michaud 
 

14  Robin Barrett 
 

15 Evan McDonagh 
 

16  Diane Babcock 
 

17  Pat Owens 
 

25  Sandra Butcher 
 

30 Meagan Maloney 

Call the church office at 860-749-7098 to have your name included on our  birthday lists!! 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

ANNUAL ALL-CHURCH PICNIC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
SOMERSVILLE, CT 

SUNDAY 
SEPTEMBER 18, 2011 

10 AMð5 PM 
Rain or Shine 

 

Begin the day  
in  

Worship at the Pavilion  
with Rev. Dave  
followed by 

Great Food, Great Friends 
Great Games for adults and children 

 

We are looking for volunteers  
to assist with the preparation,  
cooking and clean-up.  

 

Please contact Sue Fracasso at  
860-749-4261 or  sbiker@msn.com. 

 

Each Sunday after church we stay 

    To count the funds received that day 

Sometimes it takes us just TOO long 

     And other times we breeze along. 
 

It would help us very much 

 If you would only add a touch 

Of understanding how we work 

 And help to make the job a perk. 
 

FOLD check or cash in envelope 

 And with a little prayer we hope 

You’ll add your name and address too 

 The following things please do. 
 

Fold the tab and crease the top 

 Then we please for you to STOP! 

DO NOT SEAL IN ANY WAY 

 Your money will not float away.            

It takes forever to unseal 

 The tab that’s glued as we unpeel 

And try to get your money out 

 It almost makes us want to shout!! 
 

So please take pity on us all 

 We’re volunteers, large and small 

We count and count and try to do 

     The job each week for all of you. 

 

MORE GRADUATES 
 

Erika Bourque, daughter of Tam and Jim Bourque, graduated from Manchester 

Community College and will continue bachelor studies in the fall. 
 

Melissa Bourque, daughter of Tam and Jim Bourque, graduated from Bolton 

High School.  Melissa has been accepted at Gordon College in Massachusetts and 

at Manchester Community College.  Her interest is in oceanology after having 

spent the last two years as a volunteer at Mystic Aquarium. 
 

Tyler Craven, son of Bruce and Tracy Craven, graduated from Enrico Fermi High School.  Tyler 

has been accepted into the U.S. Naval Nuclear Program. 
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Isobel 

Skukowski 

749-7451 

Church 

Office 

749-7098 

Nancy 

Johnson 

749-9354 

Nancy 

Dyer 

763-5344 

Jane 

Clark 

749-7379 

Doris 

Mack 

745-2789 

Sandy 

Butcher 

749-0478 

Sue 

Braun 

749-2234 

Linda 

Borio 

749-6727 

Russell 

Cook 

749-9182 

Dorothy 

Prest 

749-4350 

Terry 

Bocket 

763-1374 

 

Please keep the following in your prayers 
 

John Allen, L. Col. Conor Beck, Gerald Benard, Jane Clark,  

Esta Clarke, Berta Clawson, Molly Johnson, Nancy Johnson,   

Betty Mientus,  Rev. Dale Neufer, Mary Nickerson,  

Christine Riley, Barry Sackett, Peg Smith, Peg Steintert, Janet Wyatt 

 
 

   Pray also for these Members 
 

                           Babs Baker, Redstone Rehab Facility, 135 Benton Dr, E.Longmeadow, MA  

                                   Mildred Doreski at Blair Manor, 612 Hazard Avenue, Enfield, CT  

                               Asa and Hildegarde Waller, Suffield House, 1 Canal Road, Suffield, CT 

                               Bertha Somero, Parkway Healthcare, 1157 Enfield Street, Enfield, CT 
 

 

                                                                                 In Christian Sympathy 
                                 The family of Mercy Cote on her recent passing. 

 

                            

                        If you have a name to add or notice a name that is missing,  

 

Rev. Dave 

749-9595 

Mary 

Baum 

749-3564 

Pat 

Owens 

749-3927 

Vernell 

Sandford 

749-6031 
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Sunday School 
Begins 

September 11, 2011 
 

Please list the name, grade and age of all children in your 

family, or their friends, who will be attending Sunday 

School.  Return this form to HUMC, 330 Hazard Avenue, 

Enfield, CT 06082.Re 

s foro  

 

Check and sign: 

         Parent                                       Grandparent  Guardian 
 

Signature 

 

Phone__________________E-Mail_________________________________________ 
 

NAME/PHONE GRADE AGE 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   


